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HERTFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR 1968 


PREFACE 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
your  District  for  1968. 

Once  again  the  health  of  the  community  remains  at  a very  high  level. 
The  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with  previous  years  and  v/ith 
those  for  England  and  Wales.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  20  per 
thousand  related  live  births,  compared  with  the  figure  of  Nil  for  1967. 
There  were  no  stillbirths  last  year. 

Three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  In  addition,  168 
cases  of  Measles  were  notified,  but  the  hope  expressed  last  year,  that 
the  widespread  use  of  prophylactic  vaccine  will  have  an  influence  on  the 
incidence  of  this  disease,  has  not,  so  far,  been  achieved.  The  number 
of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  remains  at  44. 

Examination  of  the  Breakdown  Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death,  shows 
that  Cancer  of  the  Lung  caused  the  death  of  three  males  and  two  females. 
This  disease,  occurring,  as  it  so  frequently  does,  in  the  age  group  35  to 
55  must  be  recognised  as  avoidable. 

As  I reported  last  year,  no-one  cam  be  in  doubt  any  longer,  of  the 
relationship  between  this  disease  and  cigarette  smoking.  The  need  for 
further  propanganda  amongst  young  people,  especially  school  children, 
remains  only  too  evident. 

Once  again,  I would  like  to  place  on  record  the  ready  assistance 
and  helpful  guidance  given  to  me  by  the  Senior  Health  Inspector, 

Mr.  H.E.  Gilby  and  Deputy  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  J.  Martindale,  during  the 
year.  I am  most  grateful  to  them. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  de  Bee  Turtle, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


STAFF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

Surg.  Capt.  P.  de  Bee  Turtle,  V.R.Dt,  M.A. , B.M.B.Ch., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , D.P.H. , 

DEPUTY  (PART-TIME)  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Dr.  Gordon  M.  Frizelle,  T.D. , M.D. , D.P.H. , 
HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Senior  Health  Inspector  (and  Surveyor)  H.E.  GILBY 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.  Board. 

Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Deputy  Health  Inspector  J.  MA5TINDALE 

Certificate  of  the  R.S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.  Board 
Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Health  Department 

Council  Offices, 

Wall fields, 

Pegs  Lane,  Hertford. 

Tel:  Hertford  3007/8 

Clerical  duties  in  the  Health  Department  were  carried  out  by 

Mrs.  I.M.  Ball  and  Mrs.  K.  Cooper. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

Public  Health  matters  were  dealt  with  by  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  the  Chairman  of  which  for  the  Session  1968/69  was  Councillor, 
Mr.  F.S.  Beetham. 

Sub-standard  housing  was  dealt  with  by  the  Housing  Committee,  the 
Chairman  of  which  for  the  Session  1968/69  was  Councillor, 

Mr.  F.J.  Redman. 


- 2 - 


SECTION  A 


VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

19 £% 

(Table  1 ) 

(Figures  for  1967  are  shown  in  brackets) 


POPULATION 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  of  Hertford  Rural  District 
Registrar  General's  Estimate  11*530  (11,490) 

Total  increase  40 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  31*746 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books 


3*743 

Number  of  houses  per  acre  - 0.11 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  - O.36 

Number  of  persons  per  house  - 3«08 

Rateable  value  of  District  - £467 * 860 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  - £1 , 800 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS  1968 


(Table  2) 

(Figures  for  1967  are  shown  in  brackets) 

BIRTHS 


Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

18.75 

(18.33) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Births  ... 

1.06 

(1.06) 

Number  of  Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

TOT  An 

TOTAL 

120 

84 

204 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

1l4 

80 

194 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Number  of  Still  Births  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.1 

(9.39) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths 

1.22 

(1.22) 

Number  of  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

56 

49 

105 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

2 

2 

4 

Number  under  4 weeks  of  age 

1 

2 

3 

Number  under  1 week  of  age 

1 

2 

3 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  20  (Nil) 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  1968  : 


1 

Disease 

All  ages 

Under  1 

1-  ! 5- 
! 

15-  ! 25- 
1 

Over  60 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

1 1 2 

I 

i 

i 

l 

i 

_ i _ 

' 

- 

Measles 

168 

i 

101  ! 65 

1 ( - 

Incidence  of  Diseases  during  the  different  months  : 


Disease 

Month 

No.  of  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever 

April 

1 

October 

2 

Measles 

February 

1 

April 

1 

May 

18 

June 

45 

July 

92 

August 

2 

September 

8 

November 

1 

of  Diseases  amongst 

the  different  Parishes 

during  1968  :• 

Parish 

Disease 

No.  of  Cases 

Aston 

Measles 

22 

Bayford 

Measles 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Brickendon 

Measles 

4 

Datchworth 

Measles 

40 

Hertingfordbury 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Little  Amwell 

Measles 

42 

Sacombe 

Measles 

5 

Tewin 

Measles 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Walkem 

Measles 

1 

Watton-at-Stone 

Measles 

45 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  Tuberculosis  Notifications  etc 

during  1968. 


After  taking  into  account  deaths,  new  cases  etc.,  the  year  commenced 
with  44  cases  on  the  Register 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Males  23 
Females  13 
Inward  transfers  from  other  areas: 

Outward  transfers  from  other  areas: 


2 

6 


The  year  ended  with  44  cases  on 

the  register,  viz:- 

Males  23 

Females  13 


2 

6 
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BREAKDOWN  ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Breakdown  Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death  (contd. ) 


SECTI  0 N B 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
services  in  respect  of  which  full  details  may  be 
Welfare  DepartmenF^ounty  Hall,  Hertford  (Tel: 


following  health  and  welfare 
obtained  from  the  Health  and 
Hertford  4242). 


A.  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Clinics  which  serve  Hertford  Rural  District 


Health  Centre,  Bull  Plain,  Hertford 

Ante  Natal  and  Post  Natal 
Infant  Welfare 

General  Clinic  for  School  Children 
Dental  and  Orthodontic 
Speech  Therapy 

Relaxation  Classes  — Mothercare 


- Thursday  10.30  - 12.00  noon. 

- Wednesday  1.45  - 4.00  p.m. 

- 4th  Tuesday  in  each  month. 

- By  appointment  (tel. Hertford  3259) 

- All  day  Friday. 

- Monday  2.30  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 
Application  to  Health  Centre, 

Bull  Plain,  Hertford. 


Sele  Farm  Clinic,  Hollybush  School,  Hertford. 

Infant  Welfare  - Fridays  2,00  - 4.00  p.m. 

He^tfordt371i?Vailable  ^ W&terf°rd  ***  Afield  areas,  Telephone 


Bengeo  Infants  School. 

Infant  Welfare 

y~I-~^-a-8Q  School^  Hertford  Heath. 

Infant  Welfare 

Village  Hall,  Datchworth. 

Infant  Welfare 

Memorial  Hall,  Watton-at-Stone. 
Infant  Welfare 

Parochial  Hall,  Benington, 

Infant  Welfare 
Village  Hall,  Tewin. 

Infant  Welfare 


- Tuesdays  10.00  - 12.00  noon. 


— 1st  and  3rd  .Tuesdays 
2.30  - 4.00  p.m. 


- 1st  Tuesdays,  2,00  - 4.00  p.m, 

- 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  2,30  - 

4.00  p.m, 

- 3rd  Wednesday,  2.30  - 4.30  p.m. 

- 2nd  Monday  2.30  - 4.00  p.m. 
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Church  Halli  waikem 

Infant  Welfare 


- 1st  Thursday,  2.30  p.m.  - 4.00  p.m. 


A Family  Planning  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Bowling  Road, 
Ware,  on  Monday  and  Thursday  evenings* 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


All  parents  are  advised  to  take  advantage  of  this  service  which  can  be 
obtained  from  their  family  doctors  or  at  any  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
mentioned. 


The  following  table  gives  the  latest  recommendations  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  :- 

6 months  COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping 

cough. 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 


8 months  COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping 

cough. 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 

13  months  COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus  and  whooping 

cough. 

POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 


15  months  MEASLES 

16  months  SMALLPOX 


School  entry  POLIOMYELITIS  (ORAL) 

School  entry  COMBINED  diphtheria,  tetanus 


School  entry  SMALLPOX  re-vaccination 

(one  month  after  other  booster) 


Care  and  After-Care 


Equipment  can  be  issued  on  loan  to  patients  being  nursed  at  home. 

A Medical  Loan  Department  has  been  established  at  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  10  Cowbridge.  Helpers  are  present  for  distribution  of  equip- 
ment on  Mondays  to  Fridays  at  9«30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

A Cytology  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Bull  Plain,  Hertford  on  the 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  for  all  women.  Telephone  Monday  and  Wednesday 
mornings  9-12  noon  Mrs.  Scott,  Hertford  3597* 

Treatment  for  V.D»  is  available  at  the  following  centres 

Bishop^  Stortford  * 

Herts  & Essex  General  Hospital  - Tuesday  9*00  a.m,  - 12.30  p.m. 

(Males  and  Females) 
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Hit chin 


Lister  Hospital 


- Tuesday  1.00  p.m. 
(Males  and  Females) 


St.  Albans 


St.  Albans  City  Hospital 


- Tuesday  4.00  p.m.  and 
Thursday  12.30  p.m. 
(Males  and  Females) 


Watford 


Shrodells  Hospital 


- Monday  and  Wednesday  4 - 6.00  p.m 
Saturday  10  a. m.  - 12  noon. 

(Males  and  Females) 


SOCIAL  WELFARE  SERVICES 

(i)  Homes  for  Old  People 

Application  for  admission  to  the  County  Council’s  Homes  for  old 
people  needing  care  and  attention  should  be  addressed  to  the  Divisional 
Social  Worker , Social  Work  Unit,  West field,  West  Street,  Hertford 
(Tel:  3145). 

(ii)  Home  Help 

Application  for  this  service  should  be  made  to  the  Home  Help 
Organiser,  Health  Centre,  Bull  Plain,  Hertford  (Tel:  3232),  office  hours 
8.45  a.m.  to  1.00  p.m.  and  2.00  p.m.  to  5»15  p.m.  Charges  vary  according 
to  financial  circumstances;  applicants  being  assessed  in  accordance  with 
the  County  Council’s  assessment  scale. 

(iii)  Chiropody  Service 

This  service  is  confined  to  the  elderly  (males  aged  sixty- five  ye^rs 
and  over;  females  aged  sixty  years  and  over),  the  physically  handicapped 
(those  substantially  and  permanently  handicapped)  and  the  expectant 
mother.  Such  persons  must  also  either  be  in  receipt  of  supplementary 
benefit  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security,  or  be  in 
similar  financial  circumstances.  Application  forms  are  obtainable  from 
chiropodists,  general  practitioners,  members  of  the  County  nursing  staff 
and  social  work  staff,  and  other  persons  connected  with  the  care  of  the 
elderly  and  the  physically  handicapped.  Applications  should  be  submitted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Eligible  persons  receive  treatment  without 
charge. 

(iv)  Old  People’s  Welfare 

There  are  several  social  clubs  for  the  elderly  in  the  district  - 
The  Hertford  Evergreen  Club  is  held  in  Bircherley  Street  on  Monday  and 
Friday  afternoons  from  3-6  p.m.  The  Parishes  of  Datchwor'th  and 
Watton-at-Stone  also  have  their  old  people's  social  clubs. 
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Old  People’s  Welfare  continued 


The  Secretary  of  the  Hertfordshire  Old  People's  Welfare  Council,  The 
Old  Forge,  Sawbridgeworth  (Tel:  3278)  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  details  of 
other  clubs  in  the  rural  district. 

(v)  Meals  on  Wheels 

At  present  hot  meals  are  served  in  the  Benington  and  Watton  areas, 
there  are  organisers  also  at  Aston  and  Cole  Green,  which  can  operate  when 
the  need  arises.  Enquiries  should  be  made  to  Mrs.  Sewell,  W.R.V.S., 

County  Meals  Organiser,  31  Maidenhead  Street,  Hertford  (Tel:  3670). 

(vi)  Welfare  Service  for  the  general  classes  of  the  Handicapped  and  the  Deaf 

Advise  on  the  services  available  for  the  deaf  and  those  persons  who  are 
permanently  and  substantially  handicapped  is  obtainable  from  the  Divisional 
Social  Worker,  Social  Work  Unit,  Westfield,  West  Street,  Hertford  (Tel:  31^5)* 

(vii)  Welfare  Services  for  the  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted 

Information  on  this  service  may  be  had  from  the  Blind  Welfare  Officer, 

2 The  Wash , Hertford  (Tel:  3201). 

(viii)  Mental  Health 

Arrangements  for  mental  treatment  on  the  recommendation  of  a Medical 
Practitioner  are  made  by  a Mental  Welfare  Officer,  Social  Work  Unit,  Westfield, 
West  Street,  Hertford  (Tel:  31^5 )• 

Help  for  Mentally  Subnormal  persons  can  be  obtained  by  application  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Training  Centres  are  run  daily  - Monday  to  Friday  - the  adult  centres 
are  at  Green  Street,  Hertford  for  males  and  at  Marsh  Lane,  Ware,  for  females 
and  close  only  for  a week  at  Christmas  and  Whitsun  and  two  weeks  in  midsummer. 
The  Junior  Centre  is  at  St.  Margaretsbury , Stanstead  Abbots  and  is  open  during 
the  ordinary  school  terms.  A Club  for  the  mentally  subnormal  is  held  at 
Morgans  Walk  School,  Hertford.  Information  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  R.  Larman, 
Hon.  Secretary  Hertford  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children,  25  W.oodhall 
Close,  Hertford. 
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SEC  T I 0 N C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

REPORT  OE  THE  SENIOR  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1968 

INTRODUCTION 


During  1968  there  were  no  major  changes  in  the  Council's  policy  in 
matters  appertaining  to  public  health  and  the  usual  steady  progress  was 
made  with  improving  environmental  health  conditions  in  the  area. 

The  year  under  review  saw  the  first  setback  in  the  provision  of  main 
drainage.  The  Parish  of  Sacombe  having  been  surveyed  for  this  purpose, 
tenders  submitted  and  a contractor  chosen,  the  Council  were  unable  to 
receive  the  approval  of  Central  Government  owing  to  the  Government's  policy 
of  reducing  capital  expenditure  for  the  time  being. 

Details  of  all  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  will  be 
found  under  their  respective  headings,  and  in  the  Table  showing  the 
Development  of  Undertakings  and  Services  for  the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 


Apart  from  the  few  private  wells  serving  properties  situated  in  the 
outlying  districts,  mains  water  is  supplied  by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 
and  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  latter  supplying  the  Parish  of 
Little  Amwell  only. 

Public  supplies  are  regularly  sampled,  both  before  and  after  entering 
the  distributive  system,  and  the  following  information  has  kindly  been 
provided  by  the  Water  Undertakers 


Chemical  Samples  Bacteriological 

Samples. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board  9 462 

Lee  Valley  Water  Board  15 

24  896 

In  addition  to  the  above  sampling  your  own  officer  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  13  samples  from  public  supplies  and  11  samples 
from  private  supplies.  All  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition  1 chemical  sample  was  requested  for  which  the  applicant 
defrayed  the  cost. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Owing  to  the  reduction  of  capital  expenditure  imposed  by  Central 
Government,  this  is  the  first  year  for  some  considerable  time  that  there 
has  been  no  major  sewerage  eoheme  in  progress,  however,  satisfactory 
progress, can  be  recorded  in  persuading  property  owners  to  abolish  cesspools 
and  septic  tanks  wherever  main  drainage  facilities  are  available. 

During  the  year  a total  of  69  visits  were  made  to  various  properties 
to  supervise  this  work. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  percentage  of  houses  in  each  Parish 
which  are  now  connected  to  main  drainage  (as  at  December  1968) 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Houses  connected 
in  current  year 

Total  houses 
connected 

Percentage 

Aston 

237 

1 

180 

75.9% 

Bayford 

150 

13 

90 

60.0% 

Bengeo  Rural 

159 

2 

129 

81.1% 

Benington 

256 

3 

235 

91.7% 

Bramfield 

92 

- 

76 

82.6% 

Brickendon 

159 

1 

62 

39.0% 

Datchworth 

489 

28 

471 

96.1% 

Hertingfordbury 

247 

2 

207 

83.6# 

Little  Amwell 

444 

26 

418 

94.1% 

Little  Berkhamsted 

179 

- 

74 

41.3% 

Sacombe 

76 

- 

- 

- 

Stapleford 

219 

11 

197 

90.0# 

Tewin 

432 

22 

355 

82.1% 

Walkern 

300 

4 

226 

78. 6% 

Watton-at-Stone 

511 

27 

464 

90.8% 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


There  are  now  only  four  sewage  disposal  works  in  those  parts  of  the 
district  which  cannot  be  served  by  the  trunk  sewers.  All  receive  routine 
inspections  and  the  effluent  produced  from  each  works  comes  up  to  Royal 
Commission  Standard. 

During  the  year  22  samples  were  obtained  and  tested  with  a standard 
field  testing  outfit  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

A total  of  382  inspections  were  made  dealing  v/ith  matters  of  sewage 
and  sewage  disposal. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


This  is  the  first  full  year  of  the  weekly  refuse  collection  service 
and  it  is  a pleasure  to  report  that  the  improved  service  is  operating 
satisfactorily.  , 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  continued 


During  the  year  certain  new  flats  erected  by  the  Council  became  occupied 
m the  Parishes  of  Watton-at-Stone  and  Little  Amwell.  The  method  of  heating 
the  flats  is  by  warm  air  and  as  there  were  no  fireplaces  it  was  decided  to 
experiment  with  the  plastic  sack  system  of  refuse  storage. 

This  experiment  has  been  completely  successful  and  deserves  further 
investigation  elsewhere  in  the  district. 

BULKY  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  free  service  offered  by  the  Council  for  the  collection  of  the  more 
bulky  items  of  household  refuse  continues  to  operate  smoothly. 

This  district,  in  common  with  other  rural  districts,  has  in  the  past 
suffered  from. the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  mattresses,  beds  and  other  large 
items  of  furniture  on  roadside  verges,  woods  etc.,  and  in  an  attempt  to 
discourage  this  type  of  nuisance,  the  Council  resolved  to  advertise  the 
service  on  the  refuse  collection  vehicles. 

. Though  this  service  only  relates  to  household  bulky  refuse,  such  items 
which  are  not  of  a household  nature,  will  be  removed  by  agreement  with  the 
applicant  and  a suitable  charge  is  made  in  each  case. 

During  the  year,  260  requests  were  received  for  the  removal  of  both 
types  of  bulky  refuse  and  the  revenue  received  from  the  chargeable  applica- 
tions amounted  to  £98.10.0. 

TRADE  REFUSE 


Owing  to  the  small  number  of  trade  premises  in  the  area,  the  Council 
do  not  operate  a trade  refuse  collection  system,  however,  the  occupiers  of 
two  establishments  which  produce  more  refuse  than  can  be  handled  by  the 
normal  weekly  collection,  have  accepted  an  arrangement  whereby  a special 
collection  is  made  at  a fixed  sum  per  visit.  The  amount  of  revenue 
received  from  this  arrangement  is  £143.0.0. .per  annum. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT  1967 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  acquiring  a site  for  persons  to 
ispose  of  refuse  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  l8  of  this 
Act,  but  have  not  yet  been  finalised. 

A total  of  18  abandoned  or  derelict  cars  were  removed  from  within  the 
district  at  a cost  of  £32. 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  UNDERTAKINGS  AND  SERVICES 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  growth  of  the  District  and  the 
increase  in  the  demand  for  the  Council's  services 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  UNDERTAKINGS  AND  SERVICES  continued 


} 

1 

Service 

i 31st  March, 1952 
Being  Datum 

30th  Sept.  1968 

Number 

Number 

1 

Datum 

1 Estimated  Population 

8,600 

12,373 

143.87 

Houses  in  District 

2,562 

3,928 

153.31 

SEWERAGE 

. 

1 

1 Houses  Connected 

980 

3,127 

319.07 

| Staff  Engaged 

- - - 

4.18 

4.5 

L - 

107.65 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

1 Houses  with  cesspools 

1,155 

686 

39.3 

Loads  of  Sewage  Removed 

1,648 

779 

47.26 

Staff  Engaged 

2.4 

2.22 

92.5 

• 

. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Houses  served 

1,276 

3,923 

1 

153.71  i 

(adjusted  to  weekly 

(2,552) 

I 

collection) 

fortnightly 

I 

j 

Staff  Engaged 

3.27 

7.75 

237.0  ! 

SUMARY  OF  VISITS  BY 

THE 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

DURING  THE 

YEAR 

1968 

Factories  Act  ...  ... 

<•  • • 

17 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ... 

Food  Premises  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

30 

Housing  Acts 

Inspections  and  interviews 

• • • 

27 

Improvement  Grants  including  revisits 

215 

Public  Health  Acts 

Complaints  ...  ... 

• • • 

61 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

• • • 

3 

Refuse  Collection  ... 

• « • 

131 

Sewerage  Control  . • . 

• • ♦ 

382 

Water  Supplies  ...  ... 

f • • 

28 

Closet  Conversions  (including  revisits) 

2 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ... 

• • • 

12 

Rodent  Control  ...  ... 

• • • 

4 

Civic  Amenities  Act  ... 

• • • 

17 

Building  Regulations  (Drainage 

Connections) 

69 

Miscellaneous,  including  office 

interviews 

139 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 


Details  of  registration  and  licences  in  force  and  further  particulars 
concerning  food  premises  are  as  follows 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

There  are  32  premises  registered  for’  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  No 
manufacturing  of  this  article  takes  place  in  the  area. 


Preserved  Food 

(a)  Sausage  Manufacture  .....  2 

(b)  Other  preserved  food  manufacturers  ....  1 

Food  Premises  by  Type  of  Business 

Bakery  with  shops  ....»  3 

Butcher  3 

Cafe  .....  2 

Greengrocery  .....  1 

Grocery  and  General  •••..  25 

Canteens,  including  school  canteens  17 

Public  Houses  .....  .....  35 

Mineral  Water  Factory  .....  1 

Cold  Store  (Salmon  processing)  . . .....  1 


Inspections  of  food  premises  were  made  during  the  year  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  works,  principally  of  a decorative  nature,  were 
carried  out  at  various  premises. 

The  salmon  processing  factory  received  regular  visits  and  special 
arrangements  were  agreed  to  in  dealing  with  their  refuse  problem. 

The  products  produced  at  this  factory  are  exported  and  7 Export 
Certificates  were  issued. 
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HOUSING  ACTS 


The  work  under  the  Housing  Acts  continues  to  progress  at  a steady- 
pace  and  though  the  Council's  programme  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses 
has  been  completed,  various  houses  outside  the  scope  of  the  original 
programme  are  at  times  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  the  necessary  action  taken  accordingly. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Records  indicate  that  for  the  year  under  review,  there  was  a 
gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  for  both  types  of 
grant  over  the  previous  year,  furthermore,  this  increase  was  progressive, 
insofar  that  a total  of  26  applications  were  received  during  the  first 
nine  months  and  none  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Though  no  positive  answer  can  be  given  for  this  sudden  reduction  in 
the  number  of  applications,  it  is  thought  that,  as  this  period  coincided 
with  that  when  the  Central  Government  released  information  about  their 
proposals  to  increase  the  amount  of  grants,  prospective  applicants  may  have 
decided  to  wait  until  the  Housing  Bill  together  with  any  necessary  amend- 
ments, was  made  law. 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

The  total  of  applications  for  this  type  of  grant  was  6,  all  from 
owner/occupiers.  The  estimated  cost  of  all  work  relating  to  these 
applications  amounted  to  £3,245. 

There  were  four  Discretionary  Grants  completed  during  the  year  and 
£1,983  paid  out  in  grant  monies. 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

In  this  type  of  grant  aided  work,  20  applications  were  received  and 
approved,  this  being  an  increase  of  five  over  the  previous  year.  The 
estimated  cost  for  these  applications  was  £8,092  and  in  four  of  the 
applications  the  increased  grant  was  authorised  for  the  construction  of 
bathrooms  or  the  provision  of  septic  tanks. 

Builders'  accounts  for  work  completed  to  l6  Standard  Grants  were 
received  and  a total  of  £2, 997* 10.0.  was  paid  to  the  applicants. 

SUBSTANDARD  PROPERTY 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  progress  with  the  demolition  of 
unfit  property,  etc. 


Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 


Demolition  Orders  made  

Demolition  Orders  complied  with  

Houses  demolished  by  agreement,  etc. 
Undertakings  accepted  for  repair  (section  16).* 


The  total  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  all  aspects  of 
housing,  repairs,  improvement  grants  etc.  was  242. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


The  following  Table  shows  the  progress  which  has  been  made  with  new 
housing  (as  specified  in  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations):- 

BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  During  1968  Since  19^5 


New  dwellings  erected.  73  988 

Conversions  or  adaptions  in  terms  of 
family  units.  Nil  k2 

BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

New  dwellings  erected.  35  889 

BY  OTHER  AUTHORITIES 

(County  Council,  Police,  Forestry  Commission  etc.)  Nil  il2 


TOTAL  PROPERTIES  CONTROLLED  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  1 , 1 84 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

The  number  of  complaints  of  all  kinds  received  during  1968  amounted  to 
6l , this  being  a slight  decrease  over  the  preceding  year.  In  only  two 
cases  was  it  necessary  to  request  the  issue  of  a Statutory  Notice  to  effect 
remedies,  all  other  cases  being  dealt  with  by  informal  letter. 

The  work  of  improving  sub-standard  sanitary  accommodation  continued 
throughout  the  year  with  the  abolition  of  pail  closets  and  cesspools. 
Records  indicate  that  a total  of  8 pail  closets  and  15  cesspools  were 
abolished  with  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  under  Section  4 7 of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936  or  as  a result  if  improvements  with  the  aid  of 
Improvement  Grants. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  19^9 


This  is  the  first  full  year  of  reporting  on  the  work  of  pest  control, 
now  carried  out  under  contract  by  Messrs.  Rentokil  Ltd.  (Pest  Control) 
Division. 

In  addition  to  the  complaints  received  from  the  general  public,  the 
firm,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  also  carry  out  regular 
inspections  and  if  necessary,  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewage  works, 
pumping  stations  etc.  for  the  control  of  rat  infestation. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949  (contd.) 


The  following  Table  sets  out  the  type  of  premises  visited  and  action 
taken : - 


Number  of  j Types  of  Infestation 

Premises  Premises 


. 

■ -J 

Inspected 

[ 

! 

Serviced 

Rats 

Mice 

Insects 

Wasps • 
Nests 

Local  Authority 
Properties 

8 

8 

| 

I 

- 

Council 

Dwellings 

oo 

-4" 

17 

i _ / 

1 

- 

1 

Private 

Dwellings 

122 

56 

51 

5 

3 

Agrieultu ral 

Premises 

12 

12 

12 

- 

Business 

Premises 

36 

- 

28 

28 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

226 

121 

114 

34 

i 

4 

1 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Administration  of  the  Act  1968 

In  presenting  this  short  narrative  report  on  the  administration  of 
the  Act,  though  a marked  increase  in  the  inspection  of  register'’  premises 
is  noticeable  over  the  previous  year,  there  are  still  three  known  premises 
yet  to  receive  their  initial  inspection. 

The  year  commenced  with  24  premises  on  the  Register,  a further  5 
premises  were  newly  registered  and  a total  of  28  inspections  made.  2 
registered  premises  changed  hands  during  the  year  and  as  the  type  of  business 
at  these  premises  remained  the  same,  re-registration  was  therefore  not 
necessary. 

The  majority  of  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  consist  of  small 
businesses  and  employ  few  people.  It  has  been  found  that  where  omissions 
of  the  Act  or  any  Regulations  made  thereunder  are  required  to  be  remedied, 
a persuasive  informal  letter  is  all  that  is  necessary. 


It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  larger  type  of  business  all 
the  major  requirements  of  the  Act  were  found  to  be  complied  with  on  the 
initial  inspection. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  contraventions  found  and  those 
remedied  after  informal  action. 


Section  of  the  Act 

Contraventions 

Contraventions 

4 - Cleanliness 

Found 

1 

Remedied 

6(4)  - Provision  of  Thermometer 

4 

2 

10  - Washing  Facilities. 

1 

1 

(Provision  of  hot  water) 

3 

1 

17  - Guarding  of  machinery. 

2 

1 

24  - Provision  of  First-Aid  boxes. 

1 

- 

50  - Information  for  employees 

10 

8 

9 requests  to  remedy  omissions  under  the  Act  were  outstanding  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 


There  were  no  Notifications  of  Accidents  under  Section  48  of  the  Act 


during  the  year. 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Buildings 

Male 

Female 

Tot. 

Offices 

49 

32 

81 

Retail  shops 

12 

28 

40 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

- 

- 

- 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

3 

17 

20 

Canteens 

- 

14 

14 

Fuel  storage  depots 

6 

1 

7 
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70 


92 


162 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Number 

Number  of 

Occ-.pi-'rs 

Prosecuted 

Premises  (1) 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Section  1,  2,  3»  ^ 6 

are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

_ 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

26 

17 

— 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

17 

I 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of 
defects 
Found  Remedied 

i 

(2)  ! (3) 

L_ 1 

cases  in  wt 
were  found 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Lich 

-referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

1 

Number  of 
cases  in  which  j 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2. ) 

‘ i 

- 

i 

1 

Unreasonable 

i 

I i 

temperatures. 

(s.3.) 

- 

— 

— 

I 

Inadequate  Ventila- 

! 

i 

tion. 

(S.4. ) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

i 

Ineffective  drain- 

i 

» 

j 

age  of  floors. 

(S.6. ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 Sanitary  Conven- 

i 

! 

i i 

iences. 

(S.7.) 

! - 

| 

- 

| 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

- 

i 

i 

1 

I 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

- 

- 

- 

i ~ 

' - I 

defective 

i 

i 

(c)  Not  separate 

- 

- 

j 

1 

for  sexes. 

* 

j 

Other  offences  against 

f 

i 

1 

the  Aot  (not  includ- 

! 

i 

ing  offences  relating 

i ' 

| 

i 

* 

j 

to  out-work. 

i 

i . 

i 

t 

TOTAL 

i 

i 

| 

i 

r 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 i 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORKERS 
(Sections  133  & 13*0 


! Section  133 j Section  134 


t 

..  ‘ i 

i 

f 

! 

Nature  of  Work  : 

| 

i 

(1) 

No. of  out-  No.  of 

workers  in  j Cases  of 
August  List  default 
required  by  • in  send- 
Section  | ing  Lists 

(133(1)  (e) j to  the 
, Council 

(2)  I (3) 

i 

L 

No.  of  j 

prosec-  } 
utions 
for  fail-  ! 

t 

ure  to 
supply 
Lists 

(4)  ' | 

1 

No.  of 

instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole- 
some 

premises 

(5) 



i 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(7) 

i — 

| Wearing )Making 
j apparel) etc. , 
i ) cleaning 

! )and 

j )washing 

— — . — * 

i 

i 

t 

l 

6 i - 

; 1 

l 

. 1 

j 

1 

' 

' 

- 

Gloves 

; i 

i 1 

i 

i 

i 

5 

_ 

I 

: Boxmaking 

(paper) 

! 

! 1 1 ■ 

! 

i 

j - 

1 

- 

i 

J 

- 

I 

Total: 

1 7 i ' 

j 

i 

( 

i 

1 

i 
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